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ALL CALIFO:

Clockwise from tep: Hotel Californion’s lobby cozes glomeour
ot every turn; the picturesque view commands the new lobly
area at Montoge Laguna Beach: San Fronclsce's Hotel Kobusi
recently debuted o fresh new look.

A SENSE oF PLACE

There's mo mistaking the s

Lalifornio properties.

The Golden State’s hotel scene is ina
constant state of sel-improvement via
renovations of beloved properties and
openings of hotels thar are destined for
greatness, When it comes to the latter, Hotel
Californian (rites from $550 per night,
805.882.0100, thehorelcalifornian.com)
seems a sure thing. Martyn Lawrence
Bullard’s talents—whose arention ro deail
elevares it from mere hotel to bespoke luxury
residence, complere with an exclusive
rooftop infinity pool—is behind the first
true five-star to open in Santa Barbara for
some time. His stamp is all over i, from
elegant coffered ceilings and gilded serpents
to custom concrete tile wainscorting,

IF the Horel Californian exemplifics
Spanish Colonial Revival architecture, the
just-renovared Hotel Kabuki (rates from
$249 per night, 415.922.3200,
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>f inspiration ot three st
Kathryn Romeyn

nning

jdvhorels.com) in San Francisco's Japantown
is equally evocative in its homage 1o
bohemian, industrial-in flected Japanese
design. Reimagined by Brooklyn’s
MARKZEFF Design, the $31 million reda
incorporaes rraclivional wehnigques such as
shou sugi ban—erearing charred wood
textitres akin o crocodile skin—and shibori,
toeing the line between Japanese custom and
psychedelic tie-dye of '60s San Francisco.

In Orange County, Montage Laguna
Beach celebrates 15 years with a toral Iobby
face lift (rates from $795 per night,
9497156000, montagehorels.com), Large
picture windows draw eyes to the postcard-
worthy ocean view, while a grand chandelier
made from hazed crysials and abalone shells
tops color-saturated custom-designed rugs
and runners over Brazilian cherry wood
foors. Time to check in!
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Skram Furniture lead designer Jaocob
A. Marks Is not one to sneer at veneer.
To Marks, working with the durable
material gives him nearly unlimited
artistic control, os demonstroted by
the Pledmont sideboard (514,554,
Twentieth, L.A. twentieth.net;
skramfurniture.com) which features
four drawers and four doors
meticulously trimmed with solid
timber-inlaid corners and edges.
(Standard versions are constructed
with handmatched woods and cork,
while the [imited-edition variations are
composed of burl.) Skram is oll about
craftsmanship: Maoterials are selected.
matched. seamed and joined by
expert artisans, and the result is as
personal as its makers, The Piedmont
sideboard is bold with dramatic
cathedrol grain while hanoring the
subtle imperfections that imbue an
object with character. -DL

A leader in sustalnoble furniture, Skram
features formoldehypde frme and 100
percent pre-consurmer recycled content
substrate in its veneerad praducts.




